
Magalies Foto Fun Club (MFFC) Competition Images:  

Terminology and Subjects Descriptions 

 
 

MFFC conducts monthly photographic competitions as part of its effort to 

develop the photographic capabilities of their members.  Competitions are 

conducted to MFFC House rules utilising the Photovault system. 

 

This document (version 5 from the original) now sports a terminology section, 

category definitions and the PSSA Nature Photographer’s code of Ethics.  

 

This various subject categories are referenced to guidelines published by the 

Photographic Society of South Africa (PSSA).  It must be noted that these 

descriptions are mere guidelines, and other clubs, Salon Directors and the PSSA 

will publish adapted guidelines as the need arises. 

 

Category definitions are very close to what you will find in a Salon brochure – 

BUT descriptions in each salon brochure would be unique. 

 

I acknowledge inputs for this document from Danie Ferreira and Willie 

Labuschagne. 

 

Best 

 

Leo Theron 

leot@icon.co.za 

(082)570-4676  

 

Centurion 

27 April 2020 

 

Terminology 
 

Digital Projection Image (DPI).  This is an image that is prepared for digital 

projection – in the case of club and PSSA images it is an HD Image converted to 

the sRGB colour space and saved as a JPEG image.  

 

HD Image.   Images for use in Photovault for projection must not be bigger than 

1920 x 1080 pixels (HD size) with images smaller than this to have at least one 

side that have either of the measurements – e.g. a square image 1080 x 1080 

pixels, a portrait 1080 x 728 pixels and a panorama 1920 x 700 pixels.  The 

maximum size of the image must not exceed 2 Mb.  

 

JPEG or JPG.  This is the format in which images must be saved for use in 

competitions via Photovault as well as other photographic competitions. 

 



Processing.  Using a digital computer program (eg Lightroom, Photoshop, ON1, 

etc) to finalise an out of camera image for digital projection.  The following are 

normal actions: 

 

- Adjusting: 

o Brightness/Shadows/Highlights 

o Contrast 

o White balance  

- Cropping 

- Local burning and shading 

- Sharpening 

- Final sizing 

- Output to JPG 

 

These advanced actions are allowed and not seen as manipulation: 

 

- Correction of lens distortion, chromatic aberrations, purple fringing, 

lens vignette and vertical/horizontal perspective adjustments. 

- Removal of dust spots or scratch marks from sensor or scanned 

images; 

- The blending of different exposures of the same scene to broaden the 

dynamic range e.g. High Dynamic Range (HDR); 

- Photo stacking to overcome the limitations of the digital sensor heat 

artefacts in long exposures. 

- Focus stacking to widen the depth of field especially in Macro 

photography. In the case of Nature and Wildlife, HDR and focus 

stacking will not be considered as manipulation and may be 

used provided that the end result is a faithful representation of the 

original scene. 

  

Manipulation.  Manipulation shall constitute any or all of the following 

modifications to the original image: 

 

- Adding an element to the image that was not contained in the original 

capture. 

- Removing an element from the image that was contained in the 

original capture. 

- Moving or repositioning an element of the image that was contained in 

the original capture. 

 

RAW file.  The orginal format (eg Nikon NEF, Canon CR2/CR3, Olympus ORF) in 

which the captured image from the camera is stored in the camera.  It is the 

format with the highest level of detail; largest bit depth and widest brightness 

range available.  A RAW file must to be processed, cropped and saved in a 

specific colour space and size before it can be viewed, printed and presented. 

 

 

 



CATEGORY DEFINITIONS 
 

Set Subject.  Manipulation, or not, will be indicated, depending on subject. 

 

The subject that is set for the club monthly competition, and the description is 

normally a guideline providing the photographer with a specific subject/image 

that he must work towards.  Photographers should think “out of the box” and 

stretch their imagination when they interpret the set subject.   

 
Nature and Wildlife.  Manipulation is not allowed 

 

Entrants in this category warrant that they adhere to the PSSA Nature 

Photographer’s Code of Ethics (see end of this document) and that “The welfare 

of the subject is more important than the photograph.”  

 

Nature.  Nature photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process 

to depict all branches of natural history, except anthropology and archaeology, in 

such a fashion that a well-informed person will be able to identify the subject 

material and certify its honest presentation. 

 

Wildlife: Images entered in Wildlife sections meeting the Nature Photography 

definition above are further defined as one or more extant zoological or 

botanical organisms living free and unrestrained in a natural or adopted habitat. 

Landscapes, geologic formations, photographs of zoo or game farm animals or of 

any extant zoological or botanical species taken under controlled conditions are 

not eligible in Wildlife sections.  

 

Wildlife is not limited to animals, birds and insects. Marine subjects and 

botanical subjects (including fungi and algae) taken in the wild are suitable 

wildlife subjects, as are carcasses of extant species. Wildlife images may be 

entered in Nature sections of salons and exhibitions. 

 

 

Landscape (Land, Sea and City Scapes) - manipulation is allowed 

 

A genre intended to show different spaces within the world, usually vast and 

unending. A landscape comprises the visible features of an area and physical 

elements such as landforms, water, living elements of flora and fauna and 

abstract elements like lightning and weather conditions. It could be pure nature 

or include man and/or beast. 'Scapes is a term that covers the depiction of 

scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, forests, sea, cities etc. where the 

main subject is a wide view with its elements arranged into a coherent 

composition. ‘Scapes may be natural or man-made. Derived terms include: 

Cityscape; cloudscape; nightscape; seascape; snowscape; streetscape; sandscape; 

urban scape etc.  

A panorama is an image with elongated fields of view, with an aspect ratio of 2:1 

or larger, the image being at least twice as wide as its height. 

 



 

Photojournalism (PJ) and Sport  – manipulation is not allowed 

 

In the interest of credibility, PJ images that misrepresent the truth and 

model or staged set-ups are not permitted. 

 

Photojournalism entries are images with informative content and emotional 

impact which usually include human interest, documentary, news or sport. The 

journalistic value of the image shall receive priority over the pictorial quality.  

Techniques that add to, relocate, replace or remove any elements of the original 

image, except by cropping, are not permitted. Techniques that enhance the 

presentation of the image, without changing the photojournalism story content, 

are permitted. All enhancements must appear natural.  Colour images can be 

converted to greyscale/monochrome. 

 

Sports photography covers any aspect of a sporting event and is seen as a subset 

of Photojournalism.  Images must depict an active pastime or recreation 

involving physical exertion and/or skill that is governed by a set of rules or 

customs and often of a competitive nature. The level of sport can range from 

children playing a sport to the Olympic Games. Images in this section could 

include the spectators or judge or umpire in a sporting event. 

 

Please note:  HDR and Focus stacking are not allowed in Photojournalism. 

 

 

Street photography – manipulation is not allowed 

 

Street photography records unposed scenes in public places. The primary 

subject is people and/or symbols of people, at rest or in motion, alone or with 

others, going about their everyday activities.  

 

 

Photo Travel – manipulation is not allowed 

 

Images from events or activities arranged specifically for photography, or 

of subjects directed or hired for photography are not appropriate 

 

 A Photo Travel image expresses the characteristic features or culture of a land 

as they are found naturally. There are no geographic limitations.  Close up 

pictures of people or objects must include features that provide information 

about the environment.   

 

 

Open/Pictorial – manipulation allowed 

 

In this category the subject matter is totally open.  All elements in the image 

must be photographic; if graphic elements are included they should enhance the 

photographic image but not take over from it. All graphics used in such an image 

should be created by the photographer using his/her own artwork.  



 

  

Portrait – Manipulation allowed.  

 

 A portrait of a subject - human, animal or insect - is normally a headshot, but can 

also be a three quarter to a full-length image to portray the subject at their best.  

Normally taken in a studio or area specially prepared for the shoot, the subject 

may be portrayed in their own environment to capture the essence of their 

existence – be it their vocation or their passion 

Pictorial (Creative or Visual Art)  -  Manipulation is normal 

 

Usually a scene that is captured and manipulated during capture or manipulated 

extensively during processing provides the viewer with creative visual art – or it 

can be straightforward rendering of an beautiful scene -  usually an image that is 

not only pleasant to view, but will stir the viewer and get them to discuss, think 

and criticize the image.  All components of the image shall be the work of the 

author and not copied or derived from elsewhere. 

 

 

Monochrome – manipulation allowed  

 

A black and white work fitting from the very dark grey (black) to the very clear 

grey (white) is a monochrome work with the various shades of grey.  

 

A black and white work toned entirely in a single colour will remain a 

monochrome work able to stand in the black and white category.  

 

A black and white work modified by a partial toning or by the addition of one 

colour becomes a colour work (polychrome) to stand in the colour category. 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT:  Photographers MUST read and adhere to the specific rules for 

competitions being entered.  There are no global descriptions that are correct for 

all subjects in all competitions.  

 

 

 

  



 

PSSA Nature Photographer’s code of Ethics.   
 

Nature photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict 

all branches of natural history, except anthropology and archaeology, in such a 

fashion that a well-informed person will be able to identify the subject material 

and certify its honest presentation.  

 

The story telling value of a photograph must be weighed more than the pictorial 

quality while maintaining high technical quality.  

Human elements shall not be present, except where those human elements are 

integral parts of the nature story such as nature subjects like barn owls or storks, 

adapted to an environment modified by humans, or where those human 

elements are in situations depicting natural forces like hurricanes or tidal waves. 

Scientific bands, scientific tags or radio collars on wild animals are permissible.  

 

Photographs of artificially created hybrid plants, cultivated plants, feral animals, 

domestic animals, or mounted specimens are ineligible, as is any form of 

manipulation that alters the truth of the photographic statement.  

 

No techniques that add, relocate, replace, or remove pictorial elements except by 

cropping are permitted.  

 

Techniques that enhance the presentation of the photograph without changing 

the nature story or the pictorial content, or without altering the content of the 

original scene, are permitted - including HDR, focus stacking and dodging and 

burning.  All allowed adjustments must appear natural.  

 

Colour images can be converted to greyscale/monochrome.  

 

The following are not allowed: Stitched images, Infrared images, either direct-

captures or derivations. 

 

Images used in Nature Photography competitions may be divided in two classes: 

Nature and Wildlife. Images entered in Nature sections meeting the Nature 

Photography Definition above can have landscapes, geologic formations, weather 

phenomena and extant organisms as the primary subject matter. This includes 

images taken with the subjects in controlled conditions, such as zoos, game 

farms, botanical gardens, aquariums and any enclosure where the subjects are 

dependent on man for food.  

 

 

 

Note:  For the latest version of this Code of Ethics from PSSA – See here 


